
FUTURE OXFORD
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY PLAN

TRACKING PROGRESS FROM 2015-2020



Please note that the progress documented in this 
report is limited to the awareness and knowledge 
of the Future Oxford network at this point in time. It 
represents an on-going effort to track activities that 
advance Future Oxford; therefore, additions are 
welcomed at any time.

Every effort has been made to encompass as wide 
and representative a range of local support as 
possible. 

ON-GOING PROCESS

Contact for more information:

Dennis Guy
Manager, Strategic Initiatives
Oxford County
dguy@oxfordcounty.ca 
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BACKGROUND

• Oxford has adopted the lens of sustainability 
to create an integrated and effective 
approach to addressing challenges, including 
economic and social inequities, human 
health, ecosystem decline, and community 
development.

Community sustainability represents a vision of 
how Oxford can work together to build a 
sustainable, vital and more resilient future.
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The Future Oxford Community Sustainability 
Plan aims to improve quality of life for Oxford’s 
current and future generations and to balance 
Oxford’s collective economic, community, and 
environmental interests.

• Sustainability is an approach to meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their 
own.

• It takes into account the short and long-term 
ecological, social, and economic 
consequences of our actions and 
emphasizes both environmental and human 
well-being as essential ends in themselves.



VISION (2015)

A vibrant, prosperous, and responsible Oxford for all.
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MISSION (2015)

To achieve community sustainability throughout Oxford.
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COMMUNITY PILLAR

GOAL: An Oxford that is accessible for all citizens

6



TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Reduce core housing need in Oxford by X% by 2020 and Y% by 2030 21.6% (2016 Census) Census 2021

Reduce % population living in poverty by X% in 2020 and by Y% in 2030 10.8% (2016 Census) Census 2021

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

1

Create partnership 
opportunities that 
encourage the 
private sector to 
invest in affordable 
housing.

On-going

• Developer information session -
energy efficient affordable housing, 
2017

• Build Better affordable housing 
standards, 2017

• Blossom Park, 2018 (34 units)
• Delatre Street, 2019 (22 affordable, 12 

market rent)
• Sanders Street, 2019 (16 units)
• Southwood Way, 2021 (24 units)

• Nellis Street, 2022 (98 units)
• Mill Street, Plattsville, TBD (25 units)
• Residences at Victory Memorial, Ingersoll
• Harvey Woods Lofts, 2017 (80 units)
• Rolph St
• Transition to Less Waste: Passivhaus and 
eco-house research, including tours of local 
Passivhaus build
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PROGRESS - COMMUNITY

Provide high-quality and accessible health care, social services, support programs, and housing 
that meet the needs of all citizens.



PROVIDE HIGH-QUALITY AND ACCESSIBLE HEALTH CARALL
CITIZENS.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

2

Foster 
collaboration 
among citizens, 
community 
partners, and all 
levels of 
government to 
advance 
preventative health 
(including 
decreasing 
substance abuse 
and improving 
mental health) 
through active 
living and building 
social capital.

On-going

• Poverty Reduction Town Hall session, 2017
• Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centre Community Needs Assessment and Initial 

Plan, 2017
• Woodstock Art Gallery / Oxford County Public Health Character Sketches: Body Image 

Program partnership, 2017
Zero Poverty Plan approved by County Council, 2018
Oxford Community Drug and Alcohol Strategy, 2018

• Oxford’s Community Hub: CES, CMHA, OCHCC, OxCo, Fanshawe
• Vibrant Communities Canada: collaboration with Tamarack institute
• Woodingford Lodge Family Transition program
• Oxford Coalition for Social Justice’s workshops on health and hospital care in the 

Province
• Hosted 'Housing: Let's Get Into It!' regional forum with 26 private sector participants, 2019

Circles Oxford County, 2019 Getting Ahead, Bridges Out of Poverty
• Oxford Coalition for Social Justice’s workshops to share the Province’s report on long-

term care
• Zero Poverty Oxford response to Province’s new 5-year poverty reduction strategy
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PROGRESS - COMMUNITY

Provide high-quality and accessible health care, social services, support programs, and housing 
that meet the needs of all citizens.



PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY AND ACCESSIBLE HEALTH CARE, 
SOCIAL SERVICES, SUPPORT PROGRAMS, AND HOUSING THAT 
MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL CITIZENS.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

3
Encourage infill development including mixed-use 
projects and/or small homes, secondary homes, 
and in home suites on existing lots.

On-going

• Developer information session - energy efficient 
affordable housing, 2017

• Build Better affordable housing standards, 2017
• Nellis Street, 2022 (98 units)
• Mill Street, Plattsville (25 units)
• Residences at Victory Memorial, Ingersoll
• Harvey Woods Lofts, 2017 (80 units)
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PROGRESS - COMMUNITY

Provide high-quality and accessible health care, social services, support programs, and housing 
that meet the needs of all citizens.



Develop accessible intercommunity transportations to reduce reliance on personal automobile ownership

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Reduce the average distance driven per resident by X% 
from 2007 levels by 2020 and by Y% by 2030. ~36 mins (CIW) Upon CIW follow-up survey

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

4

Provide frequent, cost-
efficient transportation 
options that connect all 
of Oxford and larger to 
hubs outside of Oxford.

On-going

• New Directions: Advancing Southwestern Ontario's Public Transportation 
Opportunities, 2016

• T:GO Call-N-Ride, 2016
• SouthwestLynx: Integrated High-Performance Public Transportation for 

Southwestern Ontario, 2018
• Connecting Southwestern Ontario: Taking the Southwestern regional 

transportation discussion further, 2018
T:GO fixed route service, 2019

• Woodstock Transit Study, 2019
• Connecting the Southwest: A Draft Transportation Plan for Southwestern 

Ontario, 2020
• T:GO Inter-Community Transit Service, 2020
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Develop accessible intercommunity transportation options to reduce reliance on personal automobile 
ownership.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

5

Provide real time transportation information on-
site, online, and in an Oxford transportation 
guidebook to highlight routes, connections, and 
timetables.

Not started

Note: while the specifics outlined in the action may have 
not been started, inter-community transportation options 
have seen planning and implementation activities, such as 
the Town of Tillsonburg’s T:GO Inter-Community Transit 
Service
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Promote and support volunteering.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase the percentage of the population that 
volunteers by X% by 2020 and by a further Y% by 2030.

53% engaged in formal volunteering 
(CIW)

78% providing unpaid help (CIW)

Upon CIW follow-up
survey

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

6 Increase the use and awareness of the Volunteer 
Opportunities Directory in Oxford. On-going

• Summer project, increase use and awareness of 
the Directory, 2017

• WorkinOxford.ca
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

7

Enhance the capacity of volunteer organizations through
expanded recruitment programs, training support for all 
ages, a public recognition program, addressing 
transportation needs of volunteers.

On-going

• Woodstock rec and leisure fair
• Celebrate Tillsonburg
• United Way Oxford Day of Caring
• Future Oxford volunteer appreciation via social 

media
• Social Planning Council’s Social Just Award
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Promote and support volunteering.

PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Ensure that affordable, healthy food options are accessible to all residents.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

To be determined in conjunction 
with development of a Food 
Security Plan

8.9% (Cdn Community Health Survey, 
StatsCan 2016)

6.2% (CIW, 2017)

Census 2021
Upon CIW follow-up survey

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

8

Develop a food 
security plan 
that supports 
food affordability 
and accessibility 
of food to all of 
Oxford’s 
population.

On-going

• Ontario Student Nutrition Program
Operation Sharing
Bullwinkle's
Oxford County Library (Ingersoll) seed library
SWPH Nutritious Food Basket study, 2018

• Woodingford Lodge food program Tillsonburg 
food bank supports Ingersoll supper club

• Lunch bunch, Ingersoll
• School breakfast programs
• Great Pumpkin Rescue (food recovery), since 

2017
• Women’s Employment Resource Centre
• Cycles of Life, Ingersoll and Woodstock

• SWPH Food Programs and Services 
Guide

• Woodstock Market
• Ingersoll Market – Kiwanis
• Tillsonburg Market
• Woodstock – Your Farmers Market
• Woodstock Market vendors who 

contribute to local non-profit 
organizations

• Turner’s Farm Market – contributions to 
the Supper Club

• The Raw Carrot – intervention against 
food waste and hunger

• Victory Veg
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

9
Promote backyard gardens, community gardens, 
and community food hubs in partnership with 
community partners and schools.

On-going
• Tillsonburg community garden – Goodwill store
• Transition to Less Waste – promoting composting, 

demonstration garden

Ensure that affordable, healthy food options are accessible to all residents.
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Promote engagement in decisions that affect the public good.
TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase voter turn-out rates to all elections by 
X% by 2020 and a further Y% by 2030.

Local (2014): 37.6%
Provincial (2014): 51.9%
Federal (2015): 67.9%

(StatsCan, 2016)

Local (2018): 31.3-46% (Woodstock Sentinel)
Provincial (2018): 59.2% (Elections Ontario)
Federal (2019): 66.2% (Elections Canada)

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

10

Ensure broad communication, 
engagement and community 
awareness of government 
initiatives/plans and community 
programs/services.

On-going

Future Oxford recruitment, 2017
Speak Up, Oxford! - 45 online 
consultations (2016-2019)
Official websites
• oxfordcounty.ca
• blandfordblenheim.ca
• ezt.ca
• ingersoll.ca
• norwich.ca
• swox.ca
• tillsonburg.ca
• cityofwoodstock.ca
• zorra.ca

On-going advertising in local 
media
• 104.7 HeartFM
• Country 104
• Woodstock Sentinel-Review
• Village Voice
• Embro Town Crier
• Tillsonburg News
• Country 1510/Easy 101
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Promote engagement in decisions that affect the public good.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

11

Develop a collaborative voter engagement 
program, including supporting volunteers to 
stimulate voter turnout and a voter information 
package on sustainability issues for all elections.

On-going

• #LocalVotesMatter municipal election, 2018
• Youth forums for municipal election, 2018
• "Beyond the Ballot" engagement campaign, 

Federal election 2019
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



COMMUNITY PILLAR

GOAL: A knowledgeable and equitable Oxford
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Ensure access to affordable education for all ages.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase the number of residents with post-secondary 
education by X% by 2020 and to the Y% by 2030.

45.3% of the working age population 
has a post-secondary certificate, 

diploma or degree
N/A

X% functional literacy within Oxford by 2020 and Y% by 
2030.

58% adults are functionally literate in 
Oxford (Literacy Link South Central) N/A

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

12 Work to develop a university campus in 
Oxford. Attempted

• University of Ottawa showed interest (satellite campus)
• York University – interested in a Sustainability Cluster for 

post-grad research (satellite campus)
• Conestoga College – satellite campus in Ingersoll
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Ensure access to affordable education for all ages.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

13

Expand opportunities for post-secondary 
programs, including:-self-directed learning 
opportunities, co-op programs, skilled 
trade programs, employment training 
programs, loans and grants for students.

On-going

• Contact North
• Fanshawe College (online), and campus downtown Woodstock
• Conestoga College, Ingersoll
• Oxford County and Woodstock Libraries: online learning 

resources
• Community Futures Oxford

-University of Waterloo Masters of Economic Development 
and Innovation program showcasing sustainability projects 
and businesses in Oxford, since 2017
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

14
Ensure high-speed/high-
capacity broadband 
throughout Oxford.

On-going

• SWIFT ongoing support and funding from County Council; Chair of 
SWIFT: Councillor Mayberry

• Advocacy with OMAFRA RE: access to broadband in rural Ontario, 
2020

Ensure access to affordable education for all ages.
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

15

Provide access to 
collaborative spaces and 
services for people who are 
participating in online 
studies and support self-
directed learning.

On-going

Oxford County Library
• ESL classes
• Space for private tutoring
• Family Tree Nuts
• Cricut Club
• Tech bootcamps
• Cookbook Club
• Creative commons TED Talks
• Movies for Change (including 

renewable energy)
• 500+ courses with Universal Class 

(online learning)
• Artist Works (musical instrument 

learning)
• Exam Bank
• Signing Savvy
• Transparent Language
• Law Depot

• Woodstock Public Library
• Community Employment Services 

proctoring online-based studies / 
exams (at all locations)

• 4-H learning and skills development 
programming

• Literacy Links South Central
-Regular check-ins with service 
providers during COVID

-Literacy service planning meetings 
for Literacy and Basic Skills, 
Ontario Works and Employment 
Training Consultants of MLTSD

-Digital literacy programming
-Game Changers curricula to 
develop soft skills

Ensure access to affordable education for all ages.
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Advance the community dialogue on sustainability issues.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase the sustainability quotient by X% by 2020 and by Y% by 2030. N/A N/A

NOTE: during implementation of the Plan, the Partnership turned to the CIW to find a measurement to address this target. It is 
still in progress.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

16

Create and support 
community 
sustainability 
roundtables to lead a 
region-wide dialogue 
on sustainability issues 
and the 
implementation of 
sustainability actions.

On-going

• Future Oxford Partnership
-Community Oxford committee
-Zero Poverty Oxford action team
-Economy Oxford committee
-Environment Oxford committee
-Reforest Oxford committee
-Smart Energy Oxford committee
-Zero Waste Oxford committee

• Woodstock Environmental Advisory 
Committee

• Oxford Ontario Health Team
• South West Local Integration Network 

(OHT predecessor)

• Oxford Mental Health and Addictions
• Oxford Community Drug and Alcohol 

Strategy Steering Committee
• Situation Table Steering & Working 

Committees
• Oxford Suicide Prevention Team 

(ongoing) and Suicide Prevention 
Leadership Collaborative, 2017 –
formed to respond to the youth suicide 
crisis)

• Primary Care Alliance Oxford
• Oxford Hospice Palliative Care 

Collaboration

23

PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



# Action Status Progress

17
Establish an environmental 
responsibility program in collaboration 
with schools.

On-going

• Woodstock Environmental Advisory Committee rewards for school 
environmental projects
Oxford Coalition for Social Justice rewards for school environmental 
projects

• College Avenue Secondary School students: ‘live green’ sign design 
(entrances to Oxford County)

Advance the community dialogue on sustainability issues.
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

18

Support organizations and 
programs working to 
eliminate the use of fossil 
fuels.

On-going

• Smart Energy Oxford committee (bi-monthly meetings)
• Solar Oxford Challenge
• Solar thermal installations at social housing complexes in Woodstock, Drumbo
• Oxford Community Engergy Co-op: Gunn’s Hill Wind Farm
• Sustainability Energy Expo Trailer
• Greenholm Farms Biogas Plan
• Canada’s first electric-hybrid ambulances
• Rural Green Energy: renewable natural gas
• Erth Corporation: solar energy distribution
• Enerworks: solar thermal projects, ex: Oxford Gardens Retirement Residence
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Advance the community dialogue on sustainability issues.

PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



COMMUNITY PILLAR

GOAL: A creative Oxford
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Promote arts, recreation and culture.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase the number of participants at arts, recreation, and culture 
activities by X% by 2020 and by Y% by 2030.

120 library visits / 1000 
population (CIW, 2016) Upon CIW follow-up

NOTE: during implementation of the Plan, the Partnership turned to the CIW to find measurements to address this target. It is still 
in progress.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

19

Encourage relevant organizations to convene to 
develop an arts and culture plan, a funding initiative 
and a strategy to use under, utilized facilities and 
spaces to support a thriving arts, recreation, and 
culture community in Oxford.

On-going • Oxford Creative Connections activities
• Tillsonburg Cultural Improvement Alliance

27

PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Promote arts, recreation and culture.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

20
Support and promote collaborations among 
theatres, galleries, and museums (e.g. 
such as Oxford Creative Connections).

On-going
• Sharing of props, sets, costumes among Oxford’s 

multiple community theatres
• Oxford Creative Connections activities
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Promote arts, recreation and culture.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

21 Enhance and promote arts and recreation 
programming within schools and for residents. On-going

• Oxford Creative Connections activities
• Tourism

- Ongoing promotion of various opportunities including 
outdoor recreation, live entertainment, culinary 
experiences, and attractions

• Local area municipalities  – informal network
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



Promote arts, recreation and culture.

# Action Status Progress

22 Develop a major arts and culture tourist 
destination in Oxford. On-going

• Canterbury Folk Festival
• Stonecroft Folk house concerts
• Tourism Oxford

- Zero waste meetings (since 2016)
- Oxford Fresh Buy Local
- Ride Oxford
- 17 local attractions certified as bike-friendly
- Gravel Road Cycling Oxford
- Oxford County Cheese Trail
- Outdoors Guide
- Take a Hike Oxford
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PROGRESS  - COMMUNITY



ECONOMY PILLAR

GOAL: A thriving local economy
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Build a vibrant economy.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Grow the total number of jobs in the region in relation to projected 
population growth targets by X% by 2020 and by Y% by 2030.

61.8%
of pop (15+) employed

59.6%
of pop (15+) employed

NOTE: Unemployment rate is 4.8% (pre-COVID), Population growth from 2011-2016 is 4.9%

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

23
Enhance collaboration between all 
local and regional economic 
development officers and agencies.

On-going

• OWDP established as Economy Pillar committee, comprised of 17 
local organizations

• Collaborations with Oxford Connections, SOMA, SCOR
• Representation on LEDC
• Youth Entrepreneurship Partnership Table, 2016
• Oxford Economic Development Partners COVID-19 response, 

2020
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PROGRESS  - ECONOMY



Build a vibrant economy.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

24

Develop a mechanism to 
enhance support of local 
business expansion and 
retention.

On-going

• Scotiabank / Future Oxford partnership
- Special borrowing rates for green home renovations, 2017

• Promotional campaigns
- Buy Close Buy
- Train 4 More
- Business Builders
- #WeGrowTogether campaign

• ROEDC
- Rural Oxford E-Business Grant Program

• Libro Credit Union Prosperity Fund Program
- Thrive Oxford (via Community Futures Oxford)

• Tillsonburg collaboration with Isa Software manufacturing acceleration 
program
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

25
Support companies that can process Oxford-based 
agricultural products (e.g. dairy, soy, corn, market 
vegetables, and fruit).

On-going • ROEDC vacant lands and buildings inventory to 
attract industrial investment

Build a vibrant economy.
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PROGRESS  - ECONOMY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

26 Amend zoning to encourage on-farm processing. Not started

Build a vibrant economy.
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PROGRESS  - ECONOMY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

27 Promote emerging employment 
opportunities to youth. On-going

• Career Kick Start, 2017
• Secondary school workshops – 3,500 students
• Oxford Young Professionals Group, since 2016

- Strength-based leadership training, 2018
• Young Entrepreneurs Oxford County (CFO)

Build a vibrant economy.
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PROGRESS  - ECONOMY



# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

28
Encourage high-tech 
manufacturing in 
Oxford.

On-going

• Tillsonburg
- Manufacturing Acceleration Program pilot initiative
- High tech manufacturing cluster framework

• Oxford Workforce Development Partnership
- Advocacy on behalf of businesses to encourage local expansion

• First Robotics Competition: College Avenue Secondary School and Woodstock 
Collegiate Institute

• High-tech processes being used by:
- Bright Cheese and Butter (food production)
- Agromart (digital agricultural technology)
- Schep’s Bakery (advanced waffle production, FedDev funding recipient)
- Rural Green Energy (clean energy)
- Urban Biofuels (sustainable alternative heating-fuel production)
- Bell Camp Modular (modular custom homes and buildings)
- Salford Group (swath control technology, nutrient management solutions)
- Toyota Boshoku, Vuteq, Arcelor-Mittal and Toyota (robotics)
- Vuteq technical training centre
- North American Stamping Group tool and dye centre
- Many companies utilizing CNC technology to minimize waste

Build a vibrant economy.
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PROGRESS  - ECONOMY



ECONOMY PILLAR

GOAL: Cultivate entrepreneurship throughout Oxford.
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Cultivate entrepreneurship throughout Oxford.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase the number rate of successful new start-ups per 
year (including youth) by X% by 2020 and by Y% by 2030. 11.6% self-employed N/A

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

29
Enhance employment 
mentorship programs for 
new entrepreneurs.

On-
going

• Young Entrepreneurs Oxford program
• Youth Partnership Table – Starting Here: developing youth entrepreneurs in Oxford
• Thrive Oxford

- Partnership with Oxford Women in Networking
• Community Futures Oxford Community Economic Development Program, 2015+

- Grants for young entrepreneurs
• Community Futures Oxford self-employment training
• Small Business Centre

- Summer programs for emerging entrepreneurs
• Oxford County Local Immigration Partnership
• ROEDC (on-going support)

OWDP (on-going support)
• Tourism (informal, on-going support)
• Future Oxford Speaker Series – sustainable entrepreneurship
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

30 Provide incentive programs to 
support equity and diversity. On-going

• Future Oxford Legacy Fund – 44+ jobs, $500K+ loans, $18K+ grants
Oxford County Local Immigration Partnership cultural diversity training 
program

• COVID-19 Economic Stimulus Fund
• Community Futures Oxford

- Thrive Oxford for women entrepreneurs
• Women’s Employment Resource Centre
• Ecological farming practices, women entrepreneurs

- Perry’s Corners Farm
- Little Fields Farm

Cultivate entrepreneurship throughout Oxford.
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ECONOMY PILLAR
GOAL: Encourage production and consumption 

of locally produced food and products.
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Encourage production and consumption of locally produced food and products.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase the quantity of local food consumed/purchased by 25% by 2020 and 50% by 2030. N/A N/A

NOTE: during implementation of the Plan, the Partnership tried to determine this. It is still in progress.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

31

Enhance the 
visibility and 
capacity of 
farmers’ markets 
to showcase 
Oxford farmers 
and local products 
for Oxford 
residents and 
beyond.

On-going

• Oxford Fresh
- oxfordfresh.ca
- Oxford Fresh map
- On-farm signage

• Trade shows and events (Oxford Workforce Development Partnership)
- Cheese tastings
- Local food prizes
- Bicycle-powered blender

• Fanshawe College ‘taste test’ at Woodstock Farmers Market, 2018 (Legacy Fund)
• ROEDC

- Promotion of local food
- FreshSpoke project (local food production)

• Supportingoxford.ca – response to COVID-19
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

32
Incentivize and encourage local 
restaurants and grocery stores to use 
or sell local products.

On-going

• Woodstock snack bar at Southside Park
• 1909 Culinary Academy
• Six Thirty Nine
• Culinary Tourism

- Oxford Fresh
- FeastOn

Encourage production and consumption of locally produced food and products.
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

33 Ensure preservation of farmland through 
proactive land-use and other policies. On-going

• Conservation authorities (ongoing activities)
- Catfish Creek
- Grand River
- Long Point Region
- Upper Thames River

• Ontario Farmland Trust – protection and policy
• Oxford County Official Plan, Chapter 3: Natural Resource 

Management Policies

Encourage production and consumption of locally produced food and products.
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ECONOMY PILLAR

GOAL: A local economy that supports and fosters community sustainability
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Grow the sustainable economy.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Oxford has the highest percentage of sustainability related jobs in 
the province by 2020. N/A N/A

NOTE: during implementation of the Plan, the Partnership tried to find measurements to address this target. It is still in progress.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

34
Develop an Oxford job strategy that stimulates 
the sustainable economy, including an inventory 
of sustainability related jobs.

On-going

• Oxford Workforce Development Partnership
- Labour force strategy
- workinoxford.ca enhancements
- Working together to build a stronger workforce & grow 

economic prosperity in Oxford, 2018
• DRAFT Workforce Readiness Report, 2020
• Regional job hub – aggregator board (London Economic 

Region)
• EmployerOne Survey
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Grow the sustainable economy.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

35

Develop incentives to 
support ecological 
farming approaches or 
techniques.

On-going

• Future Oxford Speaker Series, 2018: Oxford’s sustainable entrepreneurs 
(Bentum Family Farm, Greener Pastures Eco-Farm, and Wild Comfort)

• Ecological approaches and techniques in place:
- Perry's Corners Farm (sustainable food production)
- Sedum Master (green roofs)
- Little Fields Farm (sustainable food production)
- Nith Valley Organics (organic production-certified)
- Greener Pastures Eco Farm (pasture-based farming)
- Arbour View Acres (organic CSA subscription)
- Bentum Family Farm (intensive crop spacing and soil management)
- Bonduelle (plant-based food production, working toward b-corp certification)
- Milky Way Farm (regenerative organic practices)
- Orange Door Acres (pasture-raised artisanal chicken)
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Grow the sustainable economy.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

36
Ensure appropriate access to 
Community Employment Services 
across Oxford.

On-going

• Employment Ontario
- CES offices in Woodstock, Ingersoll, Norwich, Princeton, 

Plattsville, Thamesford, Tavistock, and Tillsonburg Multi-Service 
Centre (some open evenings and Saturdays)

- Virtual counselling tool
- Libraries utilized to help offer service and improve access –

community hubs (EO, OW, CES, probation services, Literacy)
• Connecting Southwestern Ontario transportation studies / work
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Grow the sustainable economy.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

37

Support local business through 
procurement policies and full-cost 
accounting by government and public 
sector organizations.

On-going

• Oxford County’s electronic procurement tool Bids & Tenders is 
an open, transparent and equal opportunity to the County’s 
competitive procurement process
- Free to sign up for bid opportunity notifications
- Provides training for vendors to help them navigate the 

process
• Oxford County practices full-cost accounting, including the 

demonstration of overhead costs, according to municipal best 
practices
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

38
Encourage green 
entrepreneurship through 
incentives and programs.

On-going

• Future Oxford Legacy Fund, 2016
• Rural Green Energy, 2017
• Future Oxford Speaker Series, 2018
• Community Futures Oxford

- Thrive Oxford
- Young Entrepreneurs Oxford

• Numerous local businesses, including B-corp certified Libro Credit 
Union
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Grow the sustainable economy.
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

39
Organize job fairs in each 
community and promote existing 
online employment resources.

On-going

• Oxford Workforce Development Partnership and Community 
Employment Services
- Numerous job fairs – Ingersoll, Norwich, Tillsonburg
- Workinoxford.ca virtual job fairs
- Efforts to seek talent beyond Oxford – Peel, London

• Ramp Up Protocol
- Supports for employers within their communities to connect and 

retain their required workforce, ex: Toyota Boshuko
• London and area Works Job Fair, since 2017
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PROGRESS  - ECONOMY

Grow the sustainable economy.

PROGRESS  - ECONOMY



ENVIRONMENT PILLAR
GOAL: Oxford is recognized, within and by the world, 

as a leader in environmental action
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Protect and restore the ecosystem.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Plant 10,000 native species trees per year. Annual plantings by
Reforest Oxford

Annual plantings by
Reforest Oxford

Restore and/or rehabilitate X ha of native species, grasslands, 
wetlands, and natural features per year. N/A N/A

X% tree cover in settlement areas by 2020 and Y% by 2030. N/A 9.7%  - 342ha tree cover

X% overall tree cover by 2020 and Y% by 2030.
16.7% natural vegetation

13.2% woodlands
(Oxford County, 2016 ONHSS)

N/A

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

40
Develop a green 
infrastructure plan including a 
tree planting strategy.

On-going

• Oxford Natural Heritage Systems Study, 2016
• Natural habitat restoration (Stewardship Oxford)
• Managed Forest Plan, 2018
• Woodlands Conservation By-law, 2018
• Oxford County Stewardship Award
• TVDSB efforts

- Arbor day
• Grand River Conservation Authority

- 51,00+ trees planted across ~75 acres of land
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Protect and restore the ecosystem.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

41

Create a biodiversity plan to 
preserve and enhance 
biodiversity in Oxford, with a 
focus on native species.

On-going

• Thames River wetland restoration
• Hodges Pond restoration
• Burgess Park wetland restoration
• Landowner outreach (Reforest Oxford)
• Harrington Pond project
• Tillsonburg municipal tree by-law (use of species on public property)
• Landowner outreach for riverbank planting – Conservation Authorities
• Ingersoll District Nature Club – snapping turtle research, tracking (data) the 

impact of climate change (research)
• Ingersoll District Nature Club: workshop series on pollinators
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Protect and restore the ecosystem.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

42

Establish a Natural Heritage System within the 
Official Plan to increase and connect green 
space to support biodiversity and to protect 
significant natural features in Oxford.

On-going

• Oxford Natural Heritage Systems Study, 2016
• Natural and Cultural Resource Management 

Policies, County of Oxford Official Plan
• Woodlands Conservation By-Law
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Protect and restore the ecosystem.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

43 Encourage sustainable agricultural 
practices. On-going

• Practical Precision’s SoilOptix soil sampling technology
• ~400 County landowner-initiated projects, including:

- 65 agricultural soil erosion control projects
- 200+ tree plantings
- 40+ wetland and woodland restoration projects
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Protect and restore the ecosystem.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

44
Develop a plan that encourages restoration 
of abandoned pits, quarries and brownfield 
sites.

On-going • Southern Ontario Fish Enhancement Initiative (SOFEI) 
demonstration project, 2018
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Protect and restore the ecosystem.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

45 Create a region-wide plan for 
adaptation to climate change. On-going

• Oxford Climate Response Team (members of the Environmental 
Pillar)

• Climate Change Rally, 2019
• National Farmers Union Climate Action campaign and kitchen 

table meetings, 2019
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Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.
TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Reduce Oxford greenhouse gas emissions by X% below 2013 
levels by 2020 and by Y% by 2030.

1,176,841 tonnes GHG emissions
22,403,000 GJ total energy used

94% (21,161,000 GJ) non-renewable energy
(Oxford County, 2016)

N/A

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

46

Develop an 
Oxford 
Energy Plan 
and 
reduction 
target 
strategy.

On-going

• 100% renewable energy commitment by County Council, 2016
• Oxford County Green Fleet Plan, 2016

- 20 vehicles running on dual fuel (gasoline and CNG)
- Two (2) electric vehicles
- Seven (7) electric hybrid ambulances
- One (1) electric UTV
- Two (2) CNG powered tandem axle snow plows

• Oxford County Electric Vehicle Accessibility Plan, 2016
• Fleet Anti-Idling Policy
• Water/WasteWater Plant Optimization and SCADA overhaul
• Cold-In-Place asphalt recycling road rehabilitation
• LED traffic signals & street lighting
• Road rehab versus replacement
• Solar energy installations at three (3) Woodingford Lodge 

locations (connection date TBD)
• 100% renewable energy plan, 2018
• Oxford County Energy Management Plan, 2019
• On-farm biogas response to OMAFRA, 2020

• Tillsonburg LED streetlight conversion, 
2019

• 45+ electric vehicle charging stations in 
Oxford

• Electric Vehicle Charging Network –
County-wide (public and private)

• Four (4) commercial solar installations 
totaling 1.2MW

• Oxford Community Energy Co-op: Gunn’s 
Hill Wind Farm, 2016

• Burnbrae Farms off-grid solar egg barn
• Greenholme farms biogas facility
• Dubois Honda RE-based lighting – LEDs, 

sensors, dimmers
• Faithful Footprints: United Church of 

Canada
• Green Worship Spaces: United Church of 

Canada
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Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

100% Renewable Energy by 2050. 6%
(Oxford County, 2016) N/A

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

47

Provide incentives for renewable 
energy, retrofits, zero-energy 
homes, passive housing, and 
other advanced low-carbon 
strategies.

On-going

Solar Oxford Challenge, 2018
Build Better affordable housing standards, 2017
• Blossom Park, 2018 (34 units)
• Delatre Street, 2019 (22 affordable, 12 market rent)
• Sanders Street, 2019 (16 units)
• Southwood Way, 2021 (24 units)
• Nellis Street, 2022 (98 units)
• Mill Street, Plattsville, TBD (25 units)
Oxford County
• George Johnson water distribution centre solar installation (53kW), 2015
• Woodstock Patrol Yard, Tunis Street solar installation, 2016
• First-in-Canada CNG snowplows, 2017
• Biosolids building (Waste Management Facility) solar installation (250kW), 2017
• Waste Management Education Centre (net zero), 2018/19
• Woodstock WWTP solar installation (490kW), 2020
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Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT

Increase the percentage of low carbon 
transportation usage by X% by 2020 and by Y% 
by 2030.

1% of transportation: electric/RE-based
34% of transportation: GHG emissions-

based

5% active transportation
1% transit

15% transportation demand 
management

(Oxford County TMP, 2019)

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

48 Encourage local electric utilities to use renewable electricity 
through a renewable energy (solar) lease program. Not started

61

PROGRESS  - ENVIRONMENT



Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

49

Develop a marketing strategy and 
campaign to educate elementary and 
secondary students and the public at 
large about energy conservation 
initiatives.

On-going

• Smart Energy Oxford
- Tool to measure and tack home owner energy use and GHG-
emissions

• Future Oxford Speaker Series 2017, 2018
- Energy-savings programs
- Electric vehicle ownership
- Everyday energy

• International Renewable Energy Academy (IREA) partnership
• Woodstock Art Gallery partnership

- The Art of Sustainable Energy Program, 2016
- Uncertain Bearings: Mapping Our Environment, 2018
- Creative Community environmental programming, 2019
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

50 Develop a plan to ensure Oxford is carbon-positive by 
2050. On-going

• 100% Renewable Energy commitment, 2016
• Oxford County Electric Vehicle Accessibility 

Plan, 2016
• Oxford County Energy Management Plan, 2019

Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

51 Develop a plan to ensure Oxford achieves 100% 
Renewable Energy by 2050. On-going • 100% RE Plan, 2018

Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.
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Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

52 Evaluate the impact of new developments on 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions. On-going

• Energy summary reports for:
- Blossom Park
- Sanders Street
- Delatre Street

• Oxford County Official Plan amended to incorporate high-
level strategic initiatives related to climate change in 
accordance with the Provincial Policy Statement
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

53

Develop funding initiatives to stimulate 
energy and demonstration projects, 
including district energy projects 
throughout Oxford.

• On-going

• Build Better affordable housing standards, 2017
• Gunn’s Hill Wind Farm (20 MW private scale wind development)
• John Ysselstein (1 MW equivalent anaerobic digester to process 

cattle manure)
• Greenholm Farms (250 kW biogas plant)
• Oxford County

- Solar Oxford Challenge, 2018
Waste Management Education Centre Net Zero building and 
solar farm

- County Wastewater Treatment Plants (anaerobic digestion 
biogas to offset HVAC energy demands (Woodstock, 
Ingersoll, etc.)

Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.
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# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

54
Advocate for Building Code revisions to reduce 
fossil fuel consumptions through green 
construction and retrofits.

Not started

Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.
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Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

55
Develop an Oxford program to support companies 
tracking and reducing their GHG emissions (along the 
lines of Climate Smart).

On-going
• Smart Energy Oxford

- Online tool to measure and tack energy use and 
GHG-emissions (currently in draft format)
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Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

56
Develop a network of bike lanes throughout Oxford, 
including physically separated trails where feasible, 
paved shoulders and bike stands.

On-going

• Oxford County
- Transportation Master Plan, 2019
- Cycling Master Plan, (TBD)
- Trans Canada Trail connection – Tillsonburg to 

Norfolk
- Thames River Trail Extension
- Hickson Trail Extension

• Tourism Oxford
- Ride Oxford
- Gravel Grazers
- Certified bike-friendly businesses

• Regionalridshare.ca
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Move away from fossil fuels and enhance low carbon transportation.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

57

Develop a transportation demand management 
strategy that includes programs and incentives for 
ridesharing (including school buses), active 
transportation, bike sharing, and workplace 
mode-shifting with a particular focus on 
marginalized residents.

On-going

• New Directions, 2016
• SouthwestLynx, 2018
• Connecting Southwester Ontario (Oxford County), 2018
• Oxford County Transportation Management Plan, 2019
• Connecting Southwestern Ontario (Province), 2020
• Member of Southwest Transit Association, 2020
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Achieve Zero waste in Oxford.

TARGET BASELINE (2016) CURRENT (2019)
Reduce total waste disposed per capita by 40% by 
2020 and by 60% by 2030.

389kg / capita
(overall: 43,159t)

Residential waste disposed: 47,814t
Population counts N/A (2021 Census)

Achieve the highest total waste diversion 
rate/capita in Ontario by 2020.

234kg / capita
(overall: 60%)

Residential diversion rate: 57%
Population counts N/A (2021 Census)

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

58

Develop a waste reduction and 
diversion strategy to ensure the 
Oxford County Waste Management 
site can meet Oxford’s total landfill 
disposal needs of residents and 
businesses to at least 2100.

On-going

• Zero Waste commitment by County 
Council, 2016

• Zero waste event planning guide, 2017; 
used by Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show

• Future Oxford Speaker Series, 2017: zero 
waste event planning

• Canterbury Folk Festival celebrates zero 
waste, 2017

• Consultation on Province’s ‘Strategy for a 
Waste-Free Ontario’, 2017

• Waste Audit (preparing for WRRT), 2017
• Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show waste 

diversion planning
• Annual Waste Reduction Week activities

• Sweaburg Lion’s zero waste fish fry
• Movie screenings: A Plastic Ocean, 

Anthropocene – the Human Epoch
• CAMI: landfill-free
• ZWO discussion paper: Reducing Litter 

and Waste in our Communities
• Waste Reduction Week 2018: faith 

communities imitative
Zero Waste Plan, 2018

• Dairy Capital Cheese Fest waste 
diversion

• Draft waste audit form, 2020
• Wild Comfort Body Care (zero-waste 

focused company)
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Achieve Zero waste in Oxford.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

59 Enhance and incentivize reuse and recycling 
programs. On-going

• Reuse-A-palooZaha – 20+ events since 2013
• Electronics diversion at churches, 2018
• Woodstock Enviro Depot, 2018
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Achieve Zero waste in Oxford.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

60 Develop a composting strategy to divert 100% of 
organics from landfill. On-going

• Organics collection at:
- Woodingford Lodge
- Lunch Bunch and Supper Club
- Canterbury Folk Festival
- Sweaburg Lions fish fry

• Commented on Province’s Food and Organic Waste 
framework, 2018
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Achieve Zero waste in Oxford.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

61
Actively investigate the potential for waste to 
energy projects that support renewable energy 
principles and targets.

On-going

• Oxford County
- Waste Reduction and Recovery Technology 

research, the first application of the Future Oxford 
Multi-Criteria Assessment tool

• Zero Waste Oxford
- Waste Reduction and Recovery Technology 

research
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Achieve Zero waste in Oxford.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

62 Advocate for sustainable packaging reform in 
Ontario. On-going

• Zero Waste Oxford
- Discussion paper: Reducing Litter and Waste in our 

Communities
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Achieve Zero waste in Oxford.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

63 Prohibit the importation of contaminated 
excess soils. On-going

• Oxford County
- Comments on EBR Posting No. 013-2774 supported the 

proposed regulation which focuses on beneficial reuse of 
excess soil and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with its movement.
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Ensure long-term protection of all source water.

TARGET BASELINE CURRENT
Reduce municipal water consumption per capita served by X% by 2020 and by Y% by 
2030. N/A N/A

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

64

Develop a County-wide 
water management plan 
to protect all source 
water, similar to 
municipal source water 
protection plans now in 
development.

On-going

• Source Protection Plans
- Catfish Creek (2015)
- Long Point Region (updating in 2020)
- Grand River (updated 2019)
- Thames-Sydenham and Region (2015)

• Oxford County
- Source water protection incentive program
- Toilet rebate program
- Washing machine rebate program

• Farmer-initiated water quality research and demonstration projects related to
- Use of 'slag' filters and vegetated filter strips for phosphorous removal in tile 

drain water
- Wetland creation and woodchip biofilters for water quality enhancement
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Ensure long-term protection of all source water.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

65
Enhance water efficiency programs, including 
conservation awareness, xeriscaping, and incentives for 
rainwater capture and grey water systems.

On-going

• Oxford County
- Toilet rebate program
- Washing machine rebate program

• Oxford County Stewardship Award
• Clean Water Program
• Oxford Children’s Water Festival (annual)
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Ensure long-term protection of all source water.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

66 Develop regulations for sustainable water 
use for quarrying and gravel extraction. On-going

• Oxford County
- Amended aggregate resource policies in the Official Plan 

with a view to strengthening the County’s position on 
matters related to resource extraction 

- Source Protection Plans (from a quantity perspective)

79

PROGRESS  - ENVIRONMENT



Ensure long-term protection of all source water.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

67 Develop a penalty structure for industries that 
dump into or pollute water systems. On-going

• Oxford County
- By-Laws 2719-87 and 5715-2015 being updated in 

2020
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Ensure long-term protection of all source water.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

68 Prevent importation of sewage from outside 
Oxford. On-going

• Oxford County Hauled Liquid Waste Policy, 2015
• Public screening of ‘Crapshoot: The Gamble with Our 

Wastes’
• CASS screening of  ‘Crapshoot: The Gamble with Our 

Wastes’
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Ensure long-term protection of all source water.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

69
Encourage river and stream bank soil erosion 
protection and water quality protection from 
manure and/or chemical products.

On-going

• Clean Water and Wastewater Fund (CWWF) Projects 
($5.1M)
- Woodstock: repair and rehabilitate trunk sewer that 

runs through the Brick Pond wetland
- Tillsonburg: structural relining of cast Iron watermain
- Ingersoll: structural relining of cast iron watermains
- Woodstock: replacement of cast iron watermain
- Norwich: replacement of the lagoon inlet works
- Woodstock: design and replacement of cast iron 

transmission main
- Salford: expansion of the dewatered biosolids winter 

storage building
- Tillsonburg: repair and rehabilitation cast iron 

watermain
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Ensure long-term protection of all source water.

# ACTION STATUS PROGRESS

70 Develop water metering throughout Oxford. Complete • Completed in 2017
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FUTURE OXFORD: TRACKING PROGRESS FROM 2015-2020

Contact for more information:

Dennis Guy
Manager, Strategic Initiatives
Oxford County
dguy@oxfordcounty.ca 

November 2020
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