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Best practices 

The tables below provide examples of sustainable best practices that are being followed in leading jurisdictions in Ontario 
and worldwide. Table 1 summarizes information obtained from telephone interviews with the following municipalities to 
get an inside look at their sustainability practices: the Town of Halton Hills, the City of Pickering, and the City of Kingston. 
Table 2 lists information found while conducting Internet research to learn more about initiatives in Copenhagen, 
Denmark and Freiburg, Germany, as well as Halton Hills, Pickering, and Kingston. These best practices are meant to act as 
a guide for the County of Oxford, and provide insight into what successful (and unsuccessful) initiatives are being 
developed and followed in other jurisdictions. 

Best practices from telephone interviews 
 

Table 1 Sustainability best practices from telephone interviews 

 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

1. Green 
development 
standards for 
residential and 
non-residential 
buildings 

Town of 
Halton Hills 

City of 
Pickering 

City of 
Kingston 

The Town of Halton Hills recently developed its 
Green Building Standards for residential and 
non-residential new construction. During this 
process, the Town worked closely with the 
development industry to create standards that 
would be more mutually accepted by both 
parties involved. The Town also developed a 
Green Development Evaluation Checklist in 
2010 for low-rise residential homes to track 
green development construction initiatives. 

The City of Pickering created Sustainable 
Neighbourhood Development Guidelines in 
2007 that identify required and optional 
sustainability elements for new neighbourhoods. 
The City is now looking to update the guidelines 
and collaborate with neighbouring 
municipalities in Durham to make a regional set 

Collaborating with 
other municipalities 
and working with 
developers will help to 
obtain buy-in, as well 
as input and feedback 
to ensure the standards 
will be relevant and 
accepted by the 
development industry. 

A checklist with a point 
system helps to rank 
options and provides an 
easy to use method of 
tracking and identifying 
green elements.  

Oxford should 
consider developing its 
own green building 
standards or work with 
other jurisdictions to 
develop a cross-
jurisdiction model. The 
standards should apply 
to all development 
including residential, 
commercial, industrial, 
and institutional. 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

of guidelines, taking after the collaboration 
between the Cities of Brampton and Vaughan, 
and the Town of Richmond Hill to develop their 
Sustainable Community Development 
Guidelines.1 The aim of the collaboration is to 
make the guidelines more appealing to 
developers, so they will be followed. The City’s 
current guidelines have not been as successful as 
anticipated because the developers cannot be 
held to them – the only requirement for the 
developers is that they must meet the standards 
set out in the Ontario Building Code (OBC) by 
the provincial government.  

The City of Kingston developed its Urban Design 
Guidelines in 2010 for low and medium density 
residential intensification and new community 
design, including amenities that support 
communities (streets, open spaces, community 
centres, etc.). The guidelines were developed 
through consultation with the community and 
key stakeholders. Although not mandatory for 
developers to abide by, an Urban Design 
Checklist is also included for developers to fill 
out and submit to the City before their 
application is approved. 

2. Effective 
branding and 
marketing  

Town of 
Halton Hills 

City of 

The Town of Halton Hills has a sustainability 
logo that is used to promote and raise awareness 
regarding sustainability and environmental 
initiatives within the Town and the community. 

Creating one logo and 
brand is helpful for 
creating a distinct 
identity and 

Oxford should 
continue to use and 
build upon the Future 
Oxford brand when 

                                                
1 The final Sustainable Community Development Guidelines can be found here: http://www.brampton.ca/EN/Business/planning-development/guidelines-
manuals/Documents/Final%20Comprehensive%20Report.pdf 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

Pickering 

The City of 
Kingston 

This logo is consistently used for all types of 
sustainability, greening, and environmental 
initiatives so people understand they are all 
related. 

The City of Pickering has taken a different 
approach to marketing and defining the term 
“sustainability” when communicating to the 
community. In the past, the City found that many 
people did not quite understand the technical 
language associated with the word, such as 
“benchmarking”, “indicators”, and even 
“sustainability” itself. Instead, the City now 
frames the topic around “what can we do to 
make Pickering a better place to live 
environmentally, socially and economically?” 
Defining and explaining the idea of 
sustainability in “plain” language has helped to 
engage more community members and get the 
message across more clearly. 

The City of Kingston brands itself as striving to 
be “Canada’s most sustainable City”. This vision 
/ tag-line is advertised consistently throughout 
the City when promoting initiatives and hosting 
events. When speaking with the Sustainable 
Initiatives Coordinator, he stressed that clever 
campaigning, marketing, and branding is very 
important for getting the word out and making 
sustainability well known and accepted in the 
community. This includes a brand that can be 
put on t-shirts, hats, stickers, and other 
paraphernalia.  

understanding of 
sustainability.  

Breaking down the 
concept of 
sustainability and 
framing in a way that is 
understood by all age 
groups and 
demographics will 
build buy-in and help 
residents want to make 
their community a 
better place to live and 
grow.  

communicating about 
sustainability 
initiatives. 

3. Person to Town of The Mayor of the Town of Halton Hills is a large Having a champion A community member, 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

champion the 
Plan 

Halton Hills 

 

driver and supporter of sustainability, greening, 
and energy in the Town. He was a strong 
advocate for the Town’s Integrated Community 
Sustainability Strategy, and has a corporate and 
community energy plan in his name, titled The 
Mayor’s Community Energy Plan. 

 

within the municipality 
who is highly regarded 
and respected is very 
important in achieving 
buy-in and obtaining 
the recognition that is 
necessary to move 
plans, policies, and 
initiatives forward. 

the County Warden or 
a Council member 
should be asked to 
champion the 
sustainability plan, 
policies, and initiatives 
that are being 
undertaken in Oxford.  

4. Focus on 
indicators 

City of 
Pickering 

Town of 
Halton Hills 

City of 
Kingston 

 

The City of Pickering took a unique approach to 
developing its Measuring Sustainability Report. 
Rather than developing a plan with actions, the 
City identified 55 indicators within five different 
categories and established a baseline that can be 
measured against to allow the City to track its 
progress overtime. Policies, programs, and 
projects (actions) that relate to the indicators are 
then developed in order to improve 
performance. Most of these actions are 
implemented through partnerships with 
community groups and organizations. 

The Town of Halton Hills also decided to 
develop actions last for its Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan, and instead focused on 
developing goals and indicators. The Plan lists 
167 total goals with several quantitative and 
qualitative indicators to measure progress toward 
the goals. Now that the Plan has been released 
and approved by Council, the Town is 
developing an implementation strategy that will 
start to delve into what actions can be taken to 
achieve the goals. Actions will be mostly 

Developing quantitative 
indicators allows 
communities to 
establish a baseline, set 
goals, and track its 
progress overtime.  

Indicators will be 
developed as part of 
the Sustainability Plan 
(quantitative indicators 
where applicable, but 
also qualitative 
indicators). Oxford 
should ensure that it 
continues to track and 
measure progress 
overtime to 
demonstrate to the 
community 
improvement in 
performance. 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

implemented by community groups and 
organizations within the Town. 

The City of Kingston Sustainability Plan also 
focuses on themes, goals, and indicators rather 
than actions and initiatives. All the actions and 
initiatives can be found on the Sustainable 
Kingston website under the Community Action 
Inventory, with a description of who (a 
community group or the City) is responsible for 
the action, the associated target, and the status 
of implementation.  

5. Implementation 
strategy 

The Town of 
Halton Hills 

City of 
Pickering 

City of 
Kingston 

 

The Town of Halton Hills developed the vision, 
goals and objectives within their sustainability 
plan; however, community groups and 
organizations are responsible for coming up with 
actions and implementing sustainable initiatives 
to support the goals in the plan. The Town plans 
to implement some initiatives themselves, but 
will rely mostly on the community.  

Similar to Halton Hills, the City of Pickering also 
relies heavily on community groups and 
organizations to develop actions and implement 
initiatives that relate to the indicators outlined in 
the plan. The City oversees the implementation 
of the plan and initiates actions that are relevant 
to the municipality, but reaches out to the 
community to undertake their own actions and 
initiatives as well. 

The City of Kingston has taken a different 
approach and has created a non-for-profit 
organization, called Sustainable Kingston, to 
take charge of implementing their community 

There is little value 
developing plans that 
sit on a shelf and are 
forgotten about. An 
implementation strategy 
– whether internal or 
external – will help to 
ensure the resources are 
available to carryout 
the recommended 
measures and actions. 

People want to live in 
communities that are 
forward thinking and 
focused on improving 
the well being of 
residents. It is important 
that municipalities work 
closely with community 
groups to implement 
innovative ideas and 

Oxford has well-
established community 
groups and community 
support. The County 
should continue to 
develop creative ways 
to interact with the 
community, and 
encourage them to 
help in the 
implementation of 
sustainability 
initiatives. 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

sustainability plan. The City has a service 
agreement in place with Sustainable Kingston 
and provides approximately $133,000 per year 
to help fund the organization and initiatives. 
When speaking with the Sustainable Initiatives 
Coordinator at the City, he said this model is 
working reasonably well, but it has been hard for 
the City to relinquish full control of the 
implementation process. He said it might have 
been better to implement the plan internally and 
have community groups involved.  

educate residents. 

6. Dedicated staff 
to champion the 
implementation 
of the plan 

Town of 
Halton Hills 

City of 
Pickering 

The Town of Halton Hills has a dedicated staff 
person who is responsible for sustainability, 
greening, and energy within the Town. This staff 
person builds relationships with community 
members and partners to obtain buy-in and 
collaborate on initiatives. While the community 
is heavily involved in the implementation of the 
plan, the dedicated staff person is the main 
municipal point of contact for the community 
and partners, and provides support and guidance 
when needed. Having a dedicated person has 
been an integral part of the success of 
sustainability in the Town of Halton Hills. 

The Sustainability Coordinator at the City of 
Pickering is responsible for overseeing and 
updating the Measuring Sustainability Report and 
accompanying initiatives. She is the main point 
of contact within the municipality for 
community groups, organizations and 
partnerships, and provides support and guidance 
when needed. She is currently leading the 

Having a champion and 
central point of contact 
within the municipality 
with regard to 
sustainability for the 
community is important 
for successful 
collaboration and 
implementation of 
initiatives. 

One point of contact 
or a specific group 
should be assigned to 
act as a liaison and 
support person(s) for 
the community with 
regard to implementing 
the Sustainability Plan.  
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

Measuring Sustainability Report update and will 
be collecting information on all of the indicators 
to measure progress on the City’s efforts to 
become more sustainable. 

7. A means to 
coordinate plans  

Town of 
Halton Hills 

City of 
Kingston 

The Town of Halton Hills’ Community 
Sustainability Strategy was designed to tie 
together several other plans in order to achieve 
some level of cohesiveness. The strategy was 
developed over two years and was heavily 
driven by the community, along with Town staff 
and Councillors.  

The Sustainable Kingston Plan also aims to tie 
several City plans together and act as an 
overarching “umbrella” document. It provides a 
framework for aligning, building on, and 
integrating municipal and community actions, 
plans, policies, programs, processes, and 
initiatives that are currently underway or being 
developed. In anticipation of the development of 
the Sustainable Kingston Plan, the City of 
Kingston Official Plan update was prepared with 
the principles of community sustainability in 
mind. 

Municipalities have 
many plans, often 
related in some shape 
or form. It can be 
difficult to make a clear 
distinction between an 
energy plan, a 
sustainability plan, and 
an environmental plan. 
Developing a means to 
tie the plans together or 
update plans at the 
same time will avoid 
duplicated work and 
will help secure the 
resources needed for 
implementation.  

The Strategic 
Objectives in the 
County of Oxford’s 
Strategic Plan should 
continue to be used as 
a means to integrate 
the County’s priorities 
into other plans. 
Moving forward, less 
redundancy and the 
amalgamation of 
recommendations / 
actions from other 
plans should be 
encouraged. 

8. Interactive 
website  

City of 
Pickering 

City of 
Kingston 

The City of Pickering created a website to 
display the progress of the 55 indicators the City 
reports on in its Measuring Sustainability Report2. 
This allows staff, community members, and 
others to easily navigate around the report and 
focus on indicators that are of interest to them. 

Most people do not 
want to read a 100 
page report – having a 
user-friendly, 
interactive website to 
display the same 

Even after the 
Sustainability Plan is 
complete, the project 
website, 
FutureOxford.com, 
should be updated and 

                                                
2 The Measuring Sustainability Report can be found here: http://measuringsustainability.ca 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

The City also published a 100-page report for 
those who want to view the whole document. 
The City is able to track the number of people 
that view the website and where they are 
viewing it from. Unfortunately, the website is 
currently out-of-date. The intent was to update 
the indicators every two years, but some sources 
the City uses to collect information only update 
their information every four years. The City plans 
to have an update report complete by 2015 and 
will subsequently continue providing an update 
report every 3 years. 

Sustainable Kingston’s website is a one-stop-
shop for community members to find out 
information about the City’s Sustainability Plan, 
as well as actions and initiatives that are 
underway or completed. The website includes a 
“Community Action Inventory”3 that enables 
community partners to share and track 
information about the actions they are 
undertaking that support the four pillars, themes, 
and goals of the Sustainable Kingston Plan. The 
inventory includes information on the action, the 
associated target, the status of the action, and 
which community group is taking the lead on 
implementation. 

information will attract 
more people and get 
the information out to 
the target audience. 

Tracking progress on 
actions underway and 
progress made is 
extremely important to 
ensure continual 
support from the 
community.  

used as the main 
source of 
communication for the 
implementation of the 
plan, including actions 
and initiatives 
underway. 

9. Community 
recognition and 
awards 

City of 
Pickering 

City of 

The City of Pickering community is very engaged 
and supportive of the sustainable and 
environmental initiates of the City. The City has 
initiated a “Neighbourhood Groups” program to 

Recognizing residents 
and community groups 
for their efforts in 
making their 

Oxford should 
continue to recognize 
its residents and 
community groups for 

                                                
3 The Community Action Inventory can be found here: http://sustainablekingston.ca/community-partners/community-action-inventory 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

Kingston  encourage residents to undertake sustainable 
initiatives in their neighbourhoods. A 
Neighbourhood Celebration Event is held each 
year where groups share their activities, efforts, 
and successes, and vote for the Best Group 
Effort. The winning group then works closely 
with City staff to implement a project up to 
$10,000 in value that will benefit their 
neighbourhood area. This year, an elementary 
school won the award to develop a community 
garden in partnership with Hydro One. The 
program has been extremely successful to-date 
and has resulted in a snowball effect of great 
initiatives.   

The City of Kingston currently hosts the Liveable 
City Design Awards every three years to 
recognize and celebrate architectural excellence 
and creative urban management in the City. 
Design projects are evaluated based on: 
significance to the City, significance to their 
community, innovation, context, execution, 
green design, and accessibility. Conservation 
practices are also considered for heritage 
restoration projects. These awards have been 
very successful in promoting excellence in 
sustainable design and publicizing the City’s 
desire for design leadership. 

neighbourhood and the 
municipality more 
sustainable encourages 
similar behaviour, and 
makes residents feel 
appreciated. Having 
supportive and engaged 
community members 
makes it easier to 
implement 
recommended actions. 
It can also result in 
more ideas being 
developed and more 
programs being 
implemented.  

 

the work they have 
done to improve their 
neighbourhoods. The 
County already has the 
Oxford Stewardship 
Award and should 
consider other ways to 
reward community 
members for their 
efforts in making 
Oxford a better place 
to live.   

10. Community 
educational 
events 

City of 
Pickering 

City of 
Kingston 

The City of Pickering works in partnership with 
the “Environmental Stewardship Pickering” 
committee that hosts environmental events. One 
notable event is their “Train the Trainer” event 
where individuals are taught how to write grant 
applications, and how to market and campaign 

Events bring residents 
and community groups 
together in a fun, 
interactive, and 
engaging way. They are 
a great medium to 

Oxford should 
consider hosting an 
annual event to 
celebrate the 
accomplishments of 
the Community 
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 Best practice Municipality  Description Benefits Recommendation to 
Oxford 

for their events, programs, or causes. They also 
host a free annual Environmental Leadership 
Forum and several environmental related 
workshops throughout the year, providing 
training and networking opportunities for 
residents, students and community groups.  

The City of Kingston also hosts several 
educational forums and speaker events each 
year. One of their notable events is 
“KingstonFest”, an annual community forum that 
showcases community organizations and 
initiatives that have been implemented in the 
City that year, inspiring residents to get involved. 
It involves both educational and interactive 
components, including performers, artists, 
classroom workshops, and activities.  

showcase and celebrate 
the successes of a 
community, and help to 
build camaraderie and 
a sense of pride and 
accomplishment. 

Sustainability Plan, as 
well as educational 
events and forums 
throughout the year on 
various sustainability 
topics. 

11. District energy Town of 
Halton Hills 

The Town of Halton Hills is currently developing 
its plan for the future Southwest Georgetown 
community. As part of the process, the Town 
will be investigating the feasibility of a installing 
a district energy system within the new 
community.  

Building smart 
communities is the way 
of the future. In areas 
with higher population 
densities, district energy 
can be more energy 
efficient and reduce 
carbon emissions 
compared to other 
energy generation 
options. 

Oxford should 
consider exploring 
opportunities for 
district energy in new 
community 
developments. 
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Best practices from Internet research 
 

Table 2 Sustainability best practices from Internet research 

Initiatives 

City of Copenhagen, Denmark  

• Several goals and targets, including:  
o Reduce CO2 emissions by 20% between 2005 and 20154. 
o Decrease dependence on carbon-based energy sources to achieve 75% of total CO2 reduction goal. 
o Be first carbon neutral capital in the world by 2025. 
o Put climate focus on all construction and renovation projects to achieve 10% of total CO2 reduction goal. 
o Increase the number of Copenhageners and commuters cycling to work and education from 35% in 2011 to 50% by 2015. 

• Cycling infrastructure is central to urban planning and design with easy transfer to public transport services and a focus on safety, 
convenience, and comfort*. 

• Restoration of street lights with environmentally friendly light sources, including LEDs. 

• Fast-track all LEED-certified and energy efficient building construction projects. 

• Installation of numerous green roofs on buildings. 

• All new city development areas are designated as ‘low energy areas’ with the toughest low-energy standards, and compliance is 
enforced. 

• Established an energy fund so that savings from climate upgrading projects are used to finance future energy efficiency and 
renewables projects.  

• The City provides training on CO2 reduction opportunities for building owners, renters, crafts workers, and consultants.  

• Added “hot-mapping” function on the municipality’s homepage to inform inhabitants and businesses of their building’s heat losses.  

• Working towards establishing and developing solar cell solutions through partnerships and a heightened information campaign.  

• Invested in the complete modernization of the City’s sewage system to dramatically improve the quality of the water in the harbour, 

                                                
4 From 2,500,000 tonnes to 2,000,000 tonnes CO

2 

* More information about these initiatives can be found in the report “Copenhagen: Solutions for Sustainable Cities”: 
http://subsite.kk.dk/sitecore/content/Subsites/CityOfCopenhagen/SubsiteFrontpage/Business/~/media/9E5C396089DA478D906A77C16C52F3AF.ashx 
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which has led to job creation, increased revenue of local businesses, and this area becoming one of the most popular spots in the 
city. The plan included adopting a cleaning program, diverting local rainwater, and commissioning an urban design to create a 
recreational space*. 

• Clean drinking water was a problem for the City until it adopted innovative technologies and policies to protect groundwater 
resources, limit the losses in the drinking water supply, and reduce drinking water consumption. This included: managing water 
resources by the use of new technologies to monitor and prevent leaks, water purification and groundwater modeling, and behaviour 
changes measured by water meters and pricing mechanisms*. 

• Creation of community-owned wind facilities and the use of local skills to encourage public support for wind power*. 

• Development of a district heating system that uses heat generated from waste-to-energy plants, along with combined heat and power 
(CHP) technology from mostly biomass, biogas, and geothermal*. 

• Development of a district cooling system using seawater from the harbour*.  

• Integrated waste program that has resulted in: less than 2% of waste being sent to the landfill, over 60% of waste being recycled, and 
residual waste being used to generate heat for the City’s district heating network*. 

• Strategic urban planning that includes stakeholder commitment and collaboration between different sectors to ensure social, 
economic, and environmental factors are taken into consideration*.  

• Development of Ørestad, a new sustainable neighbourhood, in the 1990s with the goals of attracting businesses to the area and 
encouraging young families to stay in Copenhagen. The neighbourhood is built around natural settings and includes a great mix of 
cultural and educational institutions, office blocks, dense pockets of housing, and easy access to public transportation*. 

City of Freiburg, Germany5  

• Large areas of the main downtown core have been designated as pedestrian-only zones since 1973. 

• 70% of the population lives within 500m of a tram stop (the tram is the main mode of public transportation). 

• 90% of residents live on traffic calming streets with a speed limit of 30 km/h, allowing for children to play in the streets. 

• The City has over 500 km of cycling paths and is continually developing more routes. 

• Development of a transportation policy that gives preference to environmentally friendly modes of movement, and aims to prevent 
traffic by creating a compact city that people can cross quickly, with strong neighbourhood connections, urban development along 
the main public transport arteries, and priority for inter-city development rather than suburban growth. 

• Over 50% of the City’s energy is produced from CHP, which captures waste heat from electricity production to produce new 
electricity. The majority of the electricity is produced from natural gas, biogas, geothermal, and biomass. 

• Creation of the “Sustainability Management Unit” in 2011 to serve as a coordinated and central control office for the systematic 
                                                
5 More information on most of the sustainability initiatives in Freiburg can be found at: 
http://planning.cityenergy.org.za/Pdf_files/world_cities/europe/city_of_freiburg/Frieburg%20-%20Sustainable%20Approaches.pdf 
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development of the City’s “green profile” for the future.  

• The City recently built two new sustainable districts, Vauban and Rieselfeld, which incorporate energy-efficient design, high-quality 
open space, and social aspects, all of which were developed through discussions and consultation with the community and 
stakeholders. 

• The demand for affordable housing is rising, which has led the City to start planning for a new sustainable 10,000-person residential 
district to be built starting in 2020. 

• Target to be climate-neutral and generate 100% of the City’s power from renewable energy by 2050. 

• Initiation of “Freiburg’s CO2 Diet”, which is a public awareness campaign that gives the public access to an interactive website 
where residents can calculate their own climate balance and learn about opportunities to reduce their CO2 footprint. 

• Freiburg is Germany’s greenest city, with more forests, green space, parks, and vineyards than other city in Germany of comparable 
size. 

• Adoption of the “Freiburg Forest Convention” in 2001, in which the City recognized its ecological, economical, and social 
responsibility to manage its forests sustainably. 

• The environmental economy is the leading business sector in the area. This includes the solar energy sector, which has created over 
1,000 jobs in 80 business operations. 

• Home of several educational institutes including the Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy Systems, the Viticulture Institute (for 
winemakers), the Forest Research Institute, and the Albert Ludwigs University. 

• Environmental tourist attractions include: the Heliotrope, which is the world’s first self-sustaining solar energy building; the solar 
village development, built by famous architect Rolf Disch6; the zero-energy houses in the Vauban neighbourhood; and the local 
football stadium that has its own solar plant. 

• Development of a Climate Protection Policy that includes provisions that all urban developments, urban land use plans, and real 
estate sales contracts take into consideration climate protection, energy efficiency, and solar optimization; and that the zero-energy 
housing standard is to be used when building new houses and renovating buildings. 

• Sustainability, forestry, and environmental related partnerships with schools and educational institutes, offering extracurricular 
environmental education opportunities, tours, workshops, and project days for school classes. 

Town of Halton Hills  

• Acton Branch Library is LEED® Gold Certified, and the Mold-Masters SportsPlex expansion and the Halton Hills Library and Cultural 
Centre are both LEED® Silver candidates. 

• Battery recycling program that has properly disposed of 13,000 kg of batteries since the program started in 2012. 

• Development of a 10 year Economic Development Strategy that aligns with the Community Sustainability Strategy. 

                                                
6 More information about Heliotrope and the solar village can be found here: http://www.rolfdisch.de/index.php?p=home&pid=78&L=1 
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• Creation of the Office of Sustainability that is accessible via Twitter, Facebook, e-newsletters, the Town webpage, occasional TV 
show segments, and online discussions. 

• Earth Week celebration that incudes a fair to celebrate Earth Day and sustainability, native tree sales, a compost giveaway, and e-
waste drop off.  

• Development of a Cultural Master Plan. 

• The community Trails and Cycling Advisory Committee (TCAC) hosts various bike events, including one that saw 250 participants 
ride their bikes to the local farmers’ market. The TCAC also initiated a summer-long “Bike Challenge” to encourage everyone in 
Halton Hills to get out, get active, and get fit. By the end of the summer, community members rode over 300,000 km and received 
$40,000 in donations for the Georgetown Hospital Foundation from Canadian Tire and the Peter Gilgan Foundation, plus more 
donations from other organizations7.  

• Creation of the Green Development Evaluation Checklist to raise the performance of residential development, including energy and 
water conservation, and indoor air quality. 

• With Town support, Community Development Halton and community volunteers established and now manage a community garden. 

• The new community to be developed in Georgetown will be more walkable and bike-friendly, with less reliance on vehicles. 

• Introduction of the “Walking School Bus Program”, which encourages students to walk to school. 

• Council has passed resolutions in support of local solar projects. To-date, these projects represent ~$11 million in capital 
investments and enough electricity to power ~290 homes. 

• Local activities or events that demonstrate green initiatives are eligible for funding from the Town’s Municipal Assistance Program. 

• Sale of 3,237 rain barrels since 2009, which is enough to capture ~647,400 litres of water. 

• Implementation of a salt management plan to reduce the amount of salt used during the winter season. 

• Halton Hills Hydro has installed 200 solar panels on hydro poles throughout the Town, and has replaced a selection of conventional 
streetlights with LED lights. 

• Several educational festivals are held annually, including the Halton Children’s Water Festival and the Halton Forest Festival. 

• Each year, the Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce hands out a Green Business Award to recognize business and non-business 
organizations for their environmental leadership and conservation efforts. 

City of Pickering  

• City participation in events and programs to promote better air quality, including Pollution Probe’s Clean Air Commute Week, Bike 
to Work Day, and Energy Conservation Week, as well as Smart Commute Durham and Carpool Zone programs. 

• The City leads by example and has 8 hybrid-electric vehicles in its fleet. 

                                                
7 More information about the Bike Challenge can be found here: http://bikechallenge.ca 
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• The City is a founding member of the Durham Strategic Energy Alliance (DSEA), a non-profit organization made up of business, 
government, and educational institutions that work together to advance energy initiatives and the energy sector in Durham. 

• E-Space Listings8, an online industrial/commercial real estate database that provides information on available land and space to 
potential site selectors and investors looking to establish new businesses in Pickering. 

• Opening of the Pickering Learning Site9, a post-secondary facility developed through a partnership between Centennial College and 
Durham College, which offers continuing education courses, workshops, and graduate certificate programs. 

• Policy in place that requires a minimum of 25% of new residential construction to be affordable to households of low and moderate 
incomes. 

• Promotion of safety and security through community programs, such as the Safe Communities of Pickering/Ajax (SCOPA), which has 
led to Pickering’s designation as one of 30 safe communities across Canada by the Canadian Safe Communities Foundation. 

• Numerous certified green buildings, including: over 10 building projects in the City that are registered with the Canadian Green 
Building Council for potential certification under the LEED® program; two buildings that are certified under the Building Owners 
and Managers Association of Canada Building Environmental Standards (BOMA BESt); and 80 townhouses that are registered with 
the ENERGY STAR for New Homes Program. 

• The City encourages building designs that offer live-work opportunities. 

• Development of the Sustainable Place-Making Guidelines for Seaton10, which incorporates sustainable design elements into the 
development of the new neighbourhood, Seaton.  

• Installation of a white roof on the Pickering Public Library, and green roofs at the Pickering Recreation Centre Complex and Don 
Beer Arena. 

• Installation of LEDs in all City traffic lights. 

City of Kingston  

• Community partner, Kingston Blooms, hosts an annual garden competition and award ceremony to encourage sustainable gardening 
practices. 

• The Central Library provides free space for art exhibits, allowing diverse cultural interests to be displayed. 

• Through the City of Kingston Arts Fund, the Kingston Arts Council provides over $500,000 of funding for local arts organizations 
with the goal of helping young artists further their education and professional growth. 

• Kingston hosts several festivals including: an annual outdoor winter festival called Feb Fest; Limestone City Blues Festival, which 

                                                
8 More information about E-Space Listings can be found here: http://www.pickering.ca/en/business/availablelandspace.asp 
9 http://www.durhamcollege.ca/learning-sites/pickeringlearningsite 
10 More information on the Sustainable Place-Making Guidelines can be found here: 
http://www.sustainablepickering.com/photos/custom/PDF/PlacemakingGuidelines2011.pdf 
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attracts over 50,000 attendees each year; and Fare in the Square, which celebrates local food. 

• Initiation of a pilot program for seniors that provides excursions to 6 local museums and art galleries to promote Kingston’s cultural 
spaces. 

• The Kingston Community Health Centre and the Kingston Immigration Partnership (KIP) manage a website that provides critical 
information to new immigrants and others considering moving to Kingston. They also provide newcomers a “City of Kingston 
Welcome Gift” that includes a ten-ride bus pass, a one month family pass for artillery park, and a free pass to the Grand Theatre 
show.  

• KIP hosts a monthly International Women’s Network meeting for both female immigrants, and those born in Canada who want to 
share their knowledge and experience in the fields of work, education, settlement, and more. 

• Implementation of a car-sharing program called VRTUCAR11, with the aim to motivate businesses to reduce their carbon footprint 
when traveling for work-related reasons. 

• Annual Business Achievement Awards ceremony that includes a Sustainability Award presented by the Chamber of Commerce. 

• Promotion of Kingston as a wise choice for green technology businesses12. This includes programs and initiatives at local post 
secondary institutions. For example, St. Lawrence College has targeted academic programs (Energy Systems Engineering 
Technologist, Wind Turbine Technician, and Geothermal Engineering Technician). 

• Development of passive house in Kingston that is extremely well insulated and only uses 10-20% of the energy required to heat and 
cool a conventional home13. 

• Many local businesses have waste diversion programs in place, including Four Points by Sheraton, Queen’s University, St. Lawrence 
College, several restaurants, schools, and various small businesses. 

• The City of Kingston has a policy that all new municipal buildings must obtain a LEED® Silver certification. 

                                                
11 More information on VRTUCAR can be found here: http://www.vrtucar.com/en/how-it-works/kingston/ 
12 More information on why Kingston is a wise choice for green technology businesses: http://business.kingstoncanada.com/en/businesssectors/alternativeenergy.asp 
13 More information on the passive house can be found here: http://kingstonpassivehouse.com 
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Conclusion 

The Community Sustainability Plan will help the community of Oxford 
County to move towards achieving environmental, social, and 
economic sustainability goals. The Plan will align with numerous 
environmental, economic, and social initiatives of the County’s area 
municipalities, and will further demonstrate the County’s leadership in 
corporate and community sustainability. 

Already, the County has made impressive efforts to increase its 
economic prosperity, energy efficiency, environmental stewardship, 
social well-being, and sustainable community development. The 
County’s sustainable activities and accomplishments to date will serve 
as a valuable foundation for the Community Sustainability Plan. The 
many initiatives outlined in this report will also allow the community of 
Oxford to learn from and build upon the initiatives already undertaken 
in other jurisdictions. Like previous County initiatives, the Sustainability 
Plan will identify actions that align with the Strategic Directions 
outlined in the County’s Strategic Plan. These will be implementable 
actions that create “triple bottom line” benefits.  

Finally, the development of an integrated sustainability framework will 
allow the Oxford community to evaluate key issues, challenges, and 
initiatives going forward. The Sustainability Plan will be developed 
from the grassroots through a comprehensive community engagement 
process to ensure this is a plan supported and implemented by the 
residents of Oxford County.  
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